| * | 0 | N g : 
| Occafioned by the | 1 
5 EE AS Fa 
OF THE REVEREND 


Ma. THOMAS BRADBURY, 


Who departed this Life Sept. g. 1759. * | 
the 82d Year of his Age: 


 PrREAGHED AT NEw-CourrT 
On LoRp's-DAx After-noon, Sept. 16. 
And Publiſhed at the Requeſt of the Church, 1 


By THOMAS HALL. „ 


IO N D 0-N'* 


Printed for J. BuckLANnD, in Pater-Nofter;Row ; T. 
FIELD, in Cheapſide; E. DIL, in the Poultry; 


and A. MasoN, in Fore-/ftreet. M. Dcc. LIx. 
[Price Six-pence.] : 
. * 6 , 
/@'< 
— f 
F r 


* 9 n f 
y p 
. 
| 
F 


__ 


> 
ome - 4A 
; ö 
* 
- 


- 
* 
4 
2 
* v 
* 
-. 
. 
* 
# 
* 
* 
* 
k 
* 
. 
„ 
% 
* 
a . 
* 
. 
* 
- 
= 
* 
* 
5 
* 
* 
* 
* 


Wur . where TY _ ? and 


the Prophets, do they live for ever ? 


Good Underſtanding and deep Con- 
viction of the Mortality of our pre- 
ſent State is highly neceſſary, and many 
Ways very advantageous and uſeful. The 
Doctrine of it is frequently inculcated in 
the Word of Gop ; and the Truth of it 
is daily confirmed in the Courſe of his Pro- 
vidence. 

By the folemn Event which has given 
Occaſion for the mournful Appearance of 
this Aſſembly, the Lor p is calling us to 
a freſh and moſt ſerious Conſideration of 
the Inſtructions contained in the Words of 
the Text, where in a very ſtriking and a- 


wakening Mannerwe are taught theſe Two 
Things, 


As: waa 


way as with a Flood (a): Though they were 
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FIRS - 3 That we are All mortal. This 


is plainly ſuggeſted by the Query in the 
former Part of the Verſe. 
SECONDLY, That no excellent Dir 
fojition or Qualifications can exempt any 
Man from the Stroke of Death. This is 
as plainly ſuggeſted by the Qyery in the 
latter Part of the Verſe, 
And theſe are the Two general Paints I 


ſhall endeavaur now to inſiſt upon, as the 


LoRD ſhall help me. 


FIRST, I ſhall take Notice of the ge- 


neral Mortality of our preſent State. 


When the Queſtion in the Text was put to 
the Iſraelites, Your Fathers, where are they ? 
the Deſign of it was, to remind them that 
they were All mortal, or to quicken their 
Attention to the Subject of the general Mor- 
tality of our Nature. 

The Anſwer to this Query was ſo ry 
obvious, that the Matter required no long 
Time for Conſideration. They could eaſily 
reply, that heir Fathers had been carried a- 


not 
(4) Pſal. xc. 5. 
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not immediately carried from the Womb to 
the Grave, yet their Days were few (6) ; and 
fwifter than a Poſt, they paſſed away as the 
ſwift Ships (c), which failing before a ſtrong 
Gale are quickly out of fight ; and de Eyes 
of thoſe that had ſeen them, could ſee them here 


no more; for they were not (d), but were 


gone the Way of all the Earth (e), and en- 
tered into the Land of Darkneſs in the Grave, 
from whence they were not to return (/; 
for when a Man dies, it is not deſigned that 
be ſhould live again (g). 

In our Meditation upon this Subject * 
Mortality, to which both the Word and 
Providence of Gop now direct us, it is fit 
our Thoughts ſhould be employed in a ſe- 
rious and humbling Reflexion upon the fol- 
lowing Heads, viz. 

1. Upon the original Source and Spring 
of our Mortality. 

2. Upon the Extent of it : And, 


3- Upon the Reaſon of that Extent. 
Let us conſider, | 


1. The original Source and Spring of 
our Mortality, which was Sin. 


Such 
(6) Job x. 19, 20. (e) Job ix. 25, 26, (a) Job vii. 8. 


(e) 1 Kings ii. 2. (F) Job x. 21. ) Job xiv. 14. 
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Such was the Perfection of our Nature at 
the irt Creation of Man, and during his 
State of Innocency, that Deatb had no Do- 
minion over bim; and ſince Death was 
threatned only in Caſe of Tranſgrefſion, we 
have reaſon to conclude, that if a due Obe- 
dience had been performed to the Will of 
Gor, Man would have enjoyed an end- 
leſs Life. And if the Promiſe of Life at 
firſt was not explicitely given, it was becauſe 
there was no Occaſion for it, as being 
ſtrongly implied in the conditional Threat. 
ning. 

Yet when tbe Righteouſneſs of the Law is 
ſpoken of in Scripture, we are taught, that 
if Man had done the Things which GOD 
had enjoined him, be ſhould have lived by 
them (h). For ſince Death was to be in- 
flicted as the Puniſhment of Diſobedience, it 
follows, that if Man had not offended, he had 
not died, and if he had not died, he muſt 
have lived for ever ; for an endleſs Duration 
was ſtamped upon his very Frame and Con- 
ſtitution, by his Almighty and bountiful 


Creator. 


But Death being the Wages of Sin 00 no 
ſooner did Sin enter into the World (k), but 
an 


() Rom, x. 5. (i) Rom. vi. 23. (4) Rom, v. 12. 
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an unavoidable Liableneſi to the Execution 

of the Sentence of Death immediately fol- 

| lowed. So that we ſee, that the original 

Source and Spring of our Mortality was Sin. 
Let us conſider in the next place, 


2. The Extent of our Mortality, 


And this appears to be large and wide 
indeed; ſo wide and univerſal, that it is of 
equal Extent with our Nature; for no Man 
who has been born in the ordinary Way, 
but was born under a Liableneſs and Sub- 
jection to Death. 

If we conſider ſeriouſly, where our Fa- 
bers are, we ſhall ſee reaſon to acknowledge, 
that the Sentence of Death affected, not Adam 
only, but big whole Poſterity likewiſe. The 
Query in the Text here puts us upon think- 
ing, not merely Where is our firſt Father 
Adam? but Where are all our intermediate 
Fathers, ſuch as Noah, Shem, Ham, or Ja- 
phet? Where are Abraham, Iſaac, and 
Jacob? Where are David and Solomon, 
and all the Anceſtors, whether of the Jewiſh 
or Gentile Race? 

What was ſaid of all the antediluvian Pa- 
triarcbs, Enoch only excepted, muſt be ſaid 


of 
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of all our Fathers who lived in any ſucceed- 


ing Generation, They died. And though in 


a fingle Inſtance or two, Gop has hereto- 
fore ſhewn his Sovereignty, in tran/lating 
them, and not ſuffering them 70 ſee Death 
and though as to thoſe, who ſhall be alive 
at Chriſt's ſecond coming, it is declared, that 
they ſhall all be changed, but ſhall not all fleep 
the Sleep of Death (/); yet as to all inter- 
vening Generations, as ſure as Men are born, | 


it is no leſs ſure they ſhall die. 
On the whole, it is inconteſtably evident 


from the Departure and Death of our Fa- 
thers, that when Gp ſaid to Adam, Duſt 
thou art, and unto Duſt ſhalt thou return (m), 
we were all comprehended and included in 
that Sentence. The Apoſtle therefore inſiſts 
upon it in general Terms, that f is ap- 
pointed unto Men once to die (n); or it was 
once, and at one and the fame Time, ap- 
pointed unto Men to die, that is, unto all Men 
abſolutely and univerſally conſidered. 
And now let us conſider, 


3. The Reaſon of the univerſal Extent of 
this Appointment, 


And 


(/) 1 Cor. xv. 51. () Gen, iii. 19. (2) Heb. ix. 27. 
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And this was, becauſe all have ſinned; 
as the Apoſtle declares, Rom. v. 12. Where 
we may obſerve, that the Greek Words i 
3] will admit of being tranſſated two diffe- 
rent Ways; yet in which ever of thoſe Ways 
they ſhall be taken, they plainly ſuggeſt the 
Reaſon, why Death paſſed upon all Men, If 
the Words be taken abſolutely, then they ex- 
preſsly and preciſely ſpecify the Reaſon, why 
Death paſſed upon all Men; it is, for that, or 
becauſe all have ſinned: Or if the Words be 
taken relatively, and be rendered in whom, 
(as they are in the Margin,) then as they 
point out the Reaſon, why Death paſſed upon 
all Men, they ſhew us likewiſe the Founda- 
tion or Reaſon, why all Men are accounted 
Sinners; even becauſe they finned with, and 
in, that one Man, by whom Sin and Death 
firſt entered iuto the World. And fince all 
Men were Parties jointly concerned with 
Adam in the Breach of the fir/# Covenant, it 
was but fit, that the Sentence which was 
paſſed upon him, ſhould be extended to all that 
became guilty with him. 

Should it be aſked, How it came to 
paſs, that we, and all Men became guilty 


with Adam in his irt Tranſgreſſion ? the 


Anſwer is, Becauſe by the wiſe and righte- 
B ous 
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ous Appointment of G o p Adam our natu- 
ral Head, and common Parent, was conſti- 
tuted our federal Head and Repreſentative. 
Now as what is done by a /egal Repre- 
ſentative is ever deemed in Law and Juſtice, 
to be done by the Perſon or Perſons that are 
repreſented: So in the Eye of the Law, 
Adam's Tranſgreſſion was our's ; and for this 
Reaſon, the ſame Sentence which the Law 
paſſed upon him, it alſo paſſed upon us, and all 


that were repreſented by him. And who- 


ever rightly believe, that Adam was the Fi- 
gure of Chriſt (o), in being the publick Head 
of his natural Family, as Cbriſt is the pub- 
lick Head of his piritual Family the Church, 
they cannot but acknowledge, that the Judg- 
ment of the Law herein was true and righ- 
teous ; howeyer Men of perverſe Minds may 
argue againſt it, pretending it would be an 
unrighteous Proceeding, if by one Man's 
Diſobedience others ſhould be made Sinners, 
though this is clearly aſſerted by the inſpired 
Apoſtle in his Epiſtle to the Romans (p). 

But inſtead of objecting, diſputing, or ca- 
villing againſt this Truth, ſo plainly declared 
in the Word of Go p, let us plead, that we 
may be humbled under our Experience, that 

the 


(e) Rom. v. 14. 2 (p) Rom, v. 19. 
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the Puniſhment of the grand Apoſtacy, con- 
tained in that Threa!ning of Mortality, is 
come upon ourſelves. And this being an un- 
deniable Evidence, that We were concerned 
in that Apoſtacy, let the Conſideration here- 
of engage us to mourn under the Remem- 
brance of the original Sin and Guilt, which 
attended us at our very Birth, or as ſoon as 
we became Partakers of the Human Nature. 

Thus we ſee, that in our Meditations up- 
on our Mortality we ought to remember 
theſe three Things ; namely, — That the ori- 
ginal Source of it was Sin; — That the Sen- 
zence which doomed our Nature to this Mor- 
tality, was of an univerſal Extent ; and 
That the Reaſon of this Extent was, becauſe 
all the Human Race have ſinned in Adam, 
their Covenant- Head and publick Repreſen- 
tative. 

Having thus conſidered the Mortality of 
our preſent Srate, I ſhall now paſs on to the 
Second General; under which I am to ſhew, 


SECONDLY, That no excellent D:/- 
foſition or Qualifications can exempt any One 
of the Apoſtate Race of Adam from the 
Stroke of Death. 


B 2 Thus 


2 
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Thus much is plainly intimated by the 


Query in the latter Part of the Text, And 


the Propbets, do they live for ever? The 
Mode of Expreſſion in which the Queſtion 
is formed, ſufficiently ſhews, that if a juſt 
Anſwer be given to it, it muſt be in the Ne- 


gati ve: For in other Caſes, it is common to 


put the Queſtion in the Affirmative, when it 
is intended that the Negative ſhould be moſt 
ſtrongly maintained. Thus, F a Man die, 
ſhall he live again (q)? No aſſuredly, be 
ſhall not: So here, Do the Prophets live for 
ever? It is moſt certain, They do nt. Had 
the Que/izon been clothed with a negative 
Form, after this manner, Do not the Prophets 
die? the Anſwer muſt have been in the Afir- 
mati ve, Yes, They certainly die. 

And fince this is ſo manifeſtly the Caſe as 
to the Prophets themſelves, we may hence 
juſtly conclude, That no Excellency or Dig- 
nity of any other Men can exempt them from 
dying. +: ; 
Here let me give you fr/t, a brief 1uſ- 
tration of this Point; and then ſhew you, 
what Uſe or Improvement ſhould be made of 
theſe Truths, in a Way of Application. 
1 | As 


(4) Job xiv. _ ( 
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As to the 1/luftration of the Point, I ſhall 
inſtance in a few Particulars : And you will 
eaſily perceive, That no Man ſhall be —_— 
ted from dying, 


1. Upon Account of the Dignity of any 
honourable Office which he bears. 

The true Prophets of the Lord were highly 
dignified : And by the Prophets here referred 
to, we are without Doubt to underſtand, 
thoſe extraordinary Miniſters, whom Gop 
raiſed up and ordained under the Old Teſla- 
ment Diſpenſation, to reveal his Counſels, to 
carry his Meſſages, and deliver his Com- 
mands to his Church and People. Such 
were Moſes and Aaron : Such were Samuel, 
David, Iſaiab, Jeremiah, and others. And 
as theſe were in their Office Types of Cbriſt, 
the great Prophet of the Church, there was 
a Dignity attending them, which beyond all 
Compariſon was ſuperior to the higheſt Dig- 
nity that could be conferred by the greateſt of 
earthly Princes; yea, ſuperior to the higheſt 
Dignity ſuſtained by thoſe Monarchs them- 
ſelves.—But though theſe to whom the Word 
of Gop came, and who were employed 0 ſpeak 
to the People in the Name of the Lord, were 
termed Gods (7), in the like Senſe as Moſes 


Was, 
(r) John x. 35, 3 
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was (+5), yet notwithſtanding they were cal- 
led Gods, they died lite Men (i). 

No meer Man had @ higher Truft than 
Moſes, no One a higher Honour than Aaron 


the Saint of the Lord (u) ; yet it was the Di- 
vine Pleaſure and Command concerning 


Both, that they ſhould die and be gathered to 

their People (x), as were the reſt of the 1/- 
raelites, or thoſe who had the loweſt Station 
in the Houſe of Gop. Neither ſhall any 
Man be exempted from dying upon Account 
of the Dignity of the Office which he bears, 
whether in the Civil Community, or in the 
Church of Gop. Nor ſhall any Man be 


exempted from Death, 


2. Upon Account of the Nearneſs of any 
Spiritual or New-Covenant Relation in which 
he ſtands to Gov. 

Beſides the Ecclefiaftical Relation to Gop, 
which was founded upon the Divine Inſti- 
tution of any Office, the holy Prophets and all 
the Saints had a near Relation to God, found- 
ed upon the Covenant of Grace. According 
to the new and everlaſting Covenant, which 
Gop has made with the bouſe of Iſrael and 


woith the houſe of Fudab, He becomes heir 
GOD, 
{s) Exod. vii. 1. (t) Pfal. Ixxxii. 6, 7. 
(#) Pal. cvs. 16. (x) Deut. xxxii. 50. 
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GOD, and they are made his People (y): And 


whoever are brought within the Bonds of 
this Covenant, they are admitted into a pecu- 
har Relation to Gop, which carries in it 
all the Nearneſs that can be conceived to ſub- 
fiſt between Gop and Man: For ſuch are 
not only his Servants, and his Friends, but 
his Children, and this both by Regeneration 
and Adoption: Yea, Gop is not only heir 
Maſter, and their Father, but he is their 
Huſband. And this New-Covenant Relation 
between Gop and his Peopie can never be 
diſſolved ; for they who are once the Lord's, 
are ever bis, and be hates putting away (2). 
They therefore who are once taken into the 
Family and Houſe of Gop, ſhall never be caſt 
out, but ſhall abide therein for ever (a) : Yet 
the Night is coming on, when tbe Clildren 
of Gop themſelves mußt be unchthed, and 
after they have ſpent the Day in ſerving their 
own Generation by the Will of Gop, they 
muſt fall aflzep, as David did (H. | 
For when our Lord declared, That F 4 
Man believe on him, and keep his Saying, be 
ſhall never fee Death (c), the Privilege there 
promiſed by him was not an Exemption from 
dying the natural Death, but a Bleſſing of 


much 
J Jer. xxxi. 31, 33. (=) Mal. ii. 16. 


(«) John vii. 35. (6) AQ xiii. 36. (e) John vii. $1. 
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much greater Importance, and infinitely 
more valuable than that would have been, 
even an abſolute Security from being hurt of 
the Second Death. b 
The Promiſe therefore, that his Diſciples 
ſhould not fee Death, meant the ſame, as 
when it is ſaid, that whoſoever believeth in 
bim, ſhall never periſh (d) And though e- 
very Believer, on Account of the Change of 
his Spiritual State, may juſtly be ſaid to be 
already paſſed from Death unto Life (e) ; yet 
it is no where promiſed them, notwithſtand- 
ing the Nearneſs of their Spiritual Relation 
to Gop, that he Life wohich they now live in 
the Fleſh ſhall never end ; for as the Prophets 
of old did not, ſo neither is there any Warrant 
to expect, that any of the dear Children of 
Gop in the preſent Time ſhall live here 
for ever. Nor can a Man be exempted 


from dying, 


3. Upon Account of any preſent high At- 
tainments in Grace or Holineſs. 

We have reaſon to believe, that among 
the Prophets here ſpoken of, thoſe Holy Men 
of Gon were included, who were not only 
1 favoured with tbe Spirit of Wiſdom and Re- 
| . velation () that the Eyes of their Underſtand- 


zngs 


| (4) John iii, 16. (e) John v. 24. (/ Eph. 1. 17, 18. 
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ings being enlightened, they might know the 
great Things of Gop's Law, and the pecu- 
liar Doctrines of Divine Revelation; but 
whoſe Privilege alſo it was, to have their 
Hearts and Conſciences powerfully impreſſed 
by the ſpecial and efficacious Operations, and 
by the renewing and ſanctifying Influences of 
the Holy Ghoſt, whereby they were born again, 
and created anew unto good Works (g) : And 
thus Heir Hearts were right with God (b), 
and they became truly deſirous ? walk in bis 
Mays, and were made conſcientiouſly careful 
zo be fledfaſt in his Covenant. 

They believed in Gop, and truſted in bis 
Salvation (i); they were of an excellent Spirit 
(V, and walked with Gop (1) : And what- 
ever Afflictions, Trials, or Oppoſition, they 
met with in the Way, yet they did not forget 
bis Statutes, but efteemed all bis Precepts con- 
cerning all Things to be right, and bated every 
falſe Way (m) ; and were enabled every one 
through Grace 70 keep himſelf from his own 
Tniquity (n). Their Meditation of GOD was 
ſivcet (o), and in the Multitude of their 
Thoughts within them, his Comforts did delight 
their Souls (þ) ; and his Word did they hide in 
* Hearts, that 3 might not fin againſt 


bim 
(s) Eph. ji. 10. 030 Pſal. 1 37. (i) Plal. Ixxviii. 22. 
(4) Prov. xvii. 27. (J) Gen. vi. 9. () Pſal. cxix. 83, 128. 
(e) Pſal. xvii. 23. (o) Pſal. civ. 34. ( Pal, xciv. 19. 
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bim (q). Thus were they made wiſe unto 
Salvation: They under/tood the Fear of the 
LoRD, and found the Knowledge of God (r); 
and their prevailing Aim was 70 keep the Way 
of Righteouſneſs, Fudgment, and Equity, Dea, 
every good Path (5). 

But however their high Attainments in 
Grace and Holineſs might be encouraged, 
by Gop's revealing to them the Abundance of 
Peace and Truth, and cauſing them to hear the 
Voice of Foy and Gladnefs (t), yet the higheſt 
Degrees of their real Sanctity and true Holi- 
neſs could not prevent their being unclothed ; 


but for how long a Day ſoever their Conver- 
ſation had been in Heaven (u), yet the Night 


came, when they were obliged to have their 
Lodging in the Grave. 

And as it was in Solomon's Days, ſo it is 
now, and ſo it will be to the laſt Age of the 


World, As dreth the Fool, that is, the wicked 


Man, the Sinner, fo too as certainly muſt the 
Wife die (x), how religious and pious, how 
gracious and holy ſoever they have been, —— 


Nay further, 


4. No Man can be exempted from dying, 
how faithfully Zealous, or remarkably Active 
ſoever, 


(s) Pſal. exix. 11. (7) Prov. ii. 57. (=) Prov. ii. 8, 9. 
%) Jer. xxxui, 6, 11, (x) Phil. iii, 20, (x) Eccl. ii. 16. 
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ſoever, he has been in the Cauſe of Chrift, 
and for the Glory of his Name. 

It muſt be allowed, that the boly Prophets 
of old had a Zeal for Gop, and it was a Zeal 
according to Knowledge (y). They were 
careful to ftand in God's Counſel (x), and to 
preach the Preaching which he bade them (a). 
The Words which the LokD pate unto them, 
they heard with their Ears, and received them 
in their Heart: They were valiant for the 
Truth (6), and had ſo ſtrict a Regard unto the 
Divine Authority, and ſo high a Reverence 
for Go, that they did not dare to mix their 
own Notions with his Revelation, nor Men's 
Inventions with his Inſtitutions. What Gop 
commanded, that they did; what He probibi- 
ted, from that they abſtained; and what they 
received from the Lord, that they delivered to 
the People, without adding to, or diminiſhing 
from it. 

They did not teach for Doctrines the Com- 
mandments of Men (c); but they ſpake tbe 
Truth in Love (d): And in their Doctrine 
they /hewed Uncorruptneſs, Gravity, and Sin- 
cerity, uſing ſound Speech that could not be 
condemned (e). Nor did they hold the Truth 


C 2 in 
O) Rom. x. 2. (x) Jer. xxiii. 22. (a) Jon. iii. 2. 
(5) Jer. ix. 3. (c) Mat. xv. g. (4d) Eph. iv. 15. 


(e) Tit. ii. 77 8. 
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in Unrighteouſneſs (); but in their Practice 
ſhewed themſelves Patterns of good Works (g), 
being raiſed above the Influence of all Court- 
Flattery, and watching againſt the Snares 
that were laid for them, by any Offers of 
high Preferment, or worldly Emoluments. 
Their Care was 70 preach as pleaſing Gov, 
whether Men were pleaſed or not (b). 
They were not terrified by the Threatnings 
of their Adverſaries (i), but ſhewed that 
they were not afraid of Bonds or Impriſon- 
ment; and when Zhey were ſtoned, and had 
Trials of cruel Mockings and Scourgings (k), 
they were not moved by any of theſe Things 
(/), but ſtill perſevered in the Courſe of their 
Miniiry, zealouſly bearing a faithful Teſti - 
mony for Gop. For even in their Days, 
(as in Ours,) there were Men of a Phari- 
faick Temper, who under a Pretence of 
ſearching after Truth, ſet themſelves again/# 
the great Things that could only be known 
by a divine and ſupernatural Revelation : And 
theſe Perſons greatly with/lo:d the Words of 
the holy Men of Gop (; and though they 
could not always raiſe a Perſecution, and ſhed 
the Blood of the holy Prophets at pleaſure, as 


they did that of Zacharias (u), yet they al- 
ways 


(/) Rom. i. 18. © () Tit. ii. 7. () 1 Theff. ii. 4. 
(i) Phil. i. 28. (4) Heb. xi. 36, 37. (/) AQts X. 24. 
(m) 2 Tim, iv. 15. (2) Mat. xxiii. 35. | | 
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ways treated them with a ſoverergn Contempt; 


and where they had not Front enough to 
tax them as weak Bablers (o, they were yet 
ſo wicked as to condemn them as Furies and 
Mad-men ; and the moſt faithful Preaching 
was run down as Entluſiaſin, and exclaimed 
againſt as being 709 myſtical, becauſe it was 


truly divine and ſpiritual. 
Thus Ezekzel lamented his Caſe, when he 


ſaid, Ab, LorD Gop | they ſay of me, Dotb 
he not ſpeak Parables (ꝓ)? that is, in the 
modern Language of our Day, Doth he not 
talk myſtically and enthuſiaſtically? But the 
Lok made the Face of bis Servants flrong a- 
gainſt the Face of their Enemies (q), and they 
went on in their Work with Pleaſure and Joy, 
being zealouſly affected always in a good Thing 
(7), till their Courſe was finiſhed ; yet at laſt 
there was Occaſion to ſay, not only of One 
or Two, or of a few of them, but it is re- 
corded of them all, that they died. 
Notwithſtanding their Zeal in ſpreading 
the good Report which they had obtained or 
received, yet their moſt fervent Zeal could 
not prevail, that they ſhould be always con- 
tinued in Life, and not die. Once more, 
I would obſerve, 


5. That 


(e) Acts xvii. 18. (y) Ezek. xx. 49. (7) Ezek. ii. 8. 
(r) Gal. iv. 18. | 
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5. That a Man cannot be exempted from 
Death, upon Account of the greateſt Succefs 
and Uſefulneſs in the Cauſe of Gop. 2 9 

- There is a vaſt Variety as to the Gifts and 
Talents, as to the Capacities and Opportuni- 
ties, with which the Lord intruſts Men, that 
they may be uſeful in their Day. To ſome 
he gives great Skill in the Affairs of Govern- 
ment, and a clear Underſlanding of the Times 
(s): Theſe are fitted to adviſe and direct 
what a People ought to do, for their own 
Safety, Welfare, and Proſperity, whether in 
a Time of Peace or War. To ſome the 
Lokp gives à large Portion of earthly Trea- 


fare, that they may have it in their Power to 


relieve the Neceſſitous, and to do much Good 
by communicating to the Poor. 

Others are ſtill more highly favoured with 
fingular Abilities, and gracious Qualifications 
for the Prophetical Office, that they more eſpe- 
cially may be made of Service to the Souls of 
Men. And ſome of theſe have been remark. 
ably ſſiſted, flrengthened, and ſucceeded, ſo 
that they have been, in the Hand of the 
SeiRIT, the happy Inſtrumenis of inſtrufting 
and enlightening many, and of turning many 
unto Righteouſneſs (t). And with Reſpect 

Ds 5 to 

() 1 Chron, xii. 32. (7) Dan. xii. 3. 
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to theſe, Believers have been apt to think, it 
was need/ul that ſuch ſhould abide in the 
Fleſh (u) for publick Service to ſpiritual Pur- 
poſes, 

But though they were burning and ſhining 
Lights (x), Men full of the Holy Ghoſt and of 
heavenly Wiſdom (y); though they were 

mighty in the Scriptures (2), and apt to teach 
(a); though they were enabled / to ſpeak, 
that many believed; yet their Life quickly 
came to a Period, and ey died. 


The Remarks I have thus made, I hum- 
bly conceive, are a ſufficient Maſtration of the 
Point I have been inſiſting on, (viz.) That 
no Excellencies, Privileges, or Advantages, 
which attend any of our Mortal Race, can 
exempt them from the Stroke of Death. 
Neither the Dignity of any Office they bear, 
——neither the Nearneſs of their Spiritual Re- 
lation to Gor, — nor the Height of their A- 
tainments in Grace and Holineſs ; —neither 
their Zeal for the Honour of the Redeemer, — 

nor their Uſefulneſs i in L ;fe, can prevent their 
Departare. 

And with Regard to that venerable Father, 

the late worthy Paſtor of this Church, whoſe 
Funeral 


(a) Phil. i. 24. (x) John v. 35. (y) Accs vi. 5. 
(E) Acts xviii. 24. (a) 2 Tim. ii. 24. 


* 
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Funeral was Yeſterday ſo publickly ſolemni- 
zed, and whoſe Death is this Day very ſorely 
lamented by us, I may leave it to you, my 
forrowful Friends, who beſt knew him, and 
were moſt intimately acquainted with bis 
exemplary Piety, his Fervour and Zeal in the 
Cauſe of Religion and Truth, his extraordi- 
nary Readineſs in the Scriptures which ap- 
peared in all his Diſcourſes, and his Uſeful- 
neſs in the Miniſtry of the Goſpel ; 10 You, 
I ſay, I may leave it to judge, whether in his 
Departure the Lokp has not given us.a freſh 
Prog,, that whatever be the excellent Endows- 
ments, the happy and gracious Qualifications 
of his Servants the Prophets, even of the moſt 
renowned of them, yet they do not live for ever. 


But inſtead of enlarging here upon. the 
Chara&ter of the Deceaſed, I ſhall endeavour 
now to offer you a few Inferences by Way of 
APPLICATION, which may be for the 
Quicłning and Ediſication of the Living, 
rather than ſeek to give any high Encomum 


upon the Dead. 
Let me then deſire you to attend to the fol- 


lowing juſt, ſerious, and neceſſary Reflections: 
And may the Spirit of the Lord make them 
truly uſeful to us all! 


[ 1.] Does 
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[1.] Does the Removal of our Fathers 
plainly ſhew us our own Mortality, and make 
it evident that We likewiſe muſt quickly depart, 
let then the Conſideration of this engage us 
to be diligent in our Preparation for the aw- 
ful approaching Change. 


CurIsT is now ſaying to Us, both by his 
Word and Providence, Be ye alſo ready (6). 
And here let us remember, that there can be 
no Readineſs for Death, unleſs we are born a- 
gain, renewed in the Spirit of our Mind, and 
made New Creatures ; unleſs we are eſpouſed 
10 Chriſt, joined to the Lord, and by his Spi- 
RIT guickened and raiſed into a vital Union 
with Him, and thus wrought into 4à Confor- 
mity and Likeneſs to Him, and led into 4 
Communion and Fellowſhip with Him. 

Unleſs His Righteouſneſs be put upon Us, 
imputed to Us, and received by Us, in the Act- 
ings and Exerciſe of a Faith unfeigned, as a 
Gift of the moſt free, ſovereign, rich and 
heavenly Grace ; unleſs that Righteouſneſs be 
depended upon, as the only Ground of our Con- 
fidence and Hope in Gop for Acceptance 
with Him; there can be 10 due Preparedneſs 
for Death. They that have not believed in 

D the 


(5) Mat. xxiv. 44. 
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the Son of Gop, nor truſted in his Salvation 
(c), what can they expect, but that when they 
die they ſhall find Gop to be their Enemy, 
and to be wroth with them for their pro- 
voking Diſobedience and Rebellion againſt 
Him: And ſuch as fall under the wrathful 
Diſpleaſure of Gop, muſt be deſtroyed. Let 
theſe Conſiderations quicken us to prepare 
for Death. And, 


[2.] Since we cannot live for ever, and 
know not how ſoon we may die, let us watth 
againſt any further Delay in Matters of the 
utmoſt Importance. | 


Except we repent, we muſt All periſh (d): 
And it will be dreadful indeed for thoſe who 
have had the long Space for Repentance given 
them, which has been piven even to the 
youngeſt in this Aſſembly that is grown up 
to a Capacity for Self-Reflection; it will be 
dreadful, 1 ſay, for ſuch to be cut off and 
ſnatched away by Death, before they have 
repented. 

While we are ſpared, let us ſtudy the Na- 
ture, Duty, and Neceſſity of a truly Evange- 
lical Repentance : And under a Conviction, 
that whatever Warnings, Inſtructions, or 

oy Calls 
(e) Pſal. Ixxviii. 22. (4) Luk. xi, 5. 
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Calls to Repentance are given us by the Word 
and Providence of Gop, yet we ſhall never 
repent nor return, if the LoRD does not turn 
. as, and if He who is exalted to be a Prince 
and a Saviour, does not give us the Grace of 
Repentance (e) ; under a Conviction, that 
without this we ſhall never repent, let us be 
much in Prayer for the Spirit of Chriſt, that 
he may take away the Heart of Stone, and 
give us an Heart of Fleſh (J), that he will 
be graciouſly pleaſed to put bis Law in our 
inward Parts, and write it in our Hearts (g); 
for till this Mercy is granted us, we cannot 
turn to the LoRD, nor be delivered from an 
accuſing, condemning, and ſelf-tormenting 


Conſcience. But, 


[ 3.] Do not the Prophets live for ever, then 
their Miniſtry ſhould be carefully improved 
by a People, while it is mercifully continued 


among them. 


What our Loxp ſaid to the Jews concern- 
ing bis own Miniſtry, is in a proper Senſe 
applicable to the Caſe of any People, who are 
fayoured with the Preaching of his faithful 


IE] ; that yet a little while the Light is 
D 2 with 


le) Acts v. 31. (/) Ezek. xxxvi. 26, (g) Jer. xxxi. 33. 
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with them (5). It becomes us all therefore, 
while ae have the Ligbt, to believe in the Light 
(i); that is, while we have the Light of the 
Word, we are to believe in that Saviour who 
is the Light of the World (k) whom the 


Word reveals. 
As to your late Paſtor, you will ſee his Face 


in the Fleſh, and bear his Voice no more. It 
is your Mercy indeed, to have /{ill a Prophet 
among you : Yet remember, that no preſent. 
Advantages as to his Years, his bodily 
Strength or Vigour, can be any Security for 
his being long continued, how greatly ſoever 
this Bleſſing is to be deſired. But whilſt he 
1s ſpared, let every One of this Church and 
Congregation pray and watch, that there 
may not be a ſad Occaſion for the lie 
Complaint againſt any, that was made a- 
gainſt tbe Hearers of the Prophet Ezekiel, 
They ſeemed zealous and forward to attend 
bis Miniſtry, but when they beard his Words, 
they would not do them (I). 

Plead, that the Miniſtry which the Lox p 
has ſo ſeaſonably ſent you, may not be to you 
meerly as the lovely Song of one that bas a 
pleaſant Voice ; but watch and pray, that 
through the ſpecial Bleſſing of the Lok it 

may 


(5) John xii. 35. (i) John xii. 36. () John viii. 12. 
(1) Ezek, xxxiii, 32. 
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may be the Power of Gop unto the Salvation 


of your Souls (n), and may thus be not the 
Savour of Death unto Death, but the Savour 


of Life unto Life (n), unto the Glory of his 
Name. Again, 


[A.] Is it plain, that he Prophets do not 
live for ever, how thankful then ſhould we 
be for a Succeſſion of Prophets and faithful 
Miniſters ? 


The Lokp, in his infinite Wiſdom and 
ſovereign Pleaſure, has ordained that Men of 
mortal Infirmity ſhould be employed in the 
Service of the Sanctuary, and they are not 
ſuffered to continue by Reaſon of Death (o). 
How kind and tender then is it in CHRIST, 
the Head of. the Church, that He takes Care 
for a Succeſſion * That though Miniſters 
die, yet the Office and Work of the Miniſ- 
try ſhall not ceaſe ; and though all Fleſh be 
as Graſs, and the moſt honourable and re- 
nowned among Men be as the Flower of the 
Graſs ; though the Graſs withereth, and the 
Flower thereof falleth away, yet the Ward of 
the Lord, and the Miniſtry thereof, ſtill en- 
dureth, and ſhall endure 7o the End (p). He 

that 


(n) Rom. i. 16. (») 2 Cor, ii, 16. (e) Heb. vii. 23. 
(p) 2 Pet. i. 24, 25. 
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that removed Eliſab, preſently raiſed up an 
Elſha to be his Succeſſor. 

May we not juſtly remark, that. as in 
God's Promiſe to ggive the Land of Canaan 
to Abraham's Seed, there was included 2 
Promiſe that he would give 4 Seed to Abra- 
bam (q); in like Manner, when CnRIST 
promiſed, that he would be with his Miniſters 
alway; did not this imply, that there ſhould 
be always a Succeſſion of Miniſters, even to 
the End of the World (r)? And when it is 
faid, the Word of the Lord endureth for ever, 
what follows is a plain Intimation, that he 
Goſpel ſhall be preached for ever; for it is 
faid, This is the Word, which by the Goſpel is 

preached unto you (5). 
I now come to the /aft Inference I ſhall 
make from the Subject, VIZ, 


 F5.] Since all miniſterial Prophets muſt 
die, and have a Period put to their Uſeful- 


ration ſhould we behold and aknowledge 
the tranſcendent and infinite Excellency of 
the Lorp Jesvs CHRIST, the great Pro- 


phet_and univerſal Biſhop of the Church? 


True, 
le) Gen. xiii, 15, 16, (r) Mat. xxviil. 20. (s) 1 Pet. i. 25, 


. 8” 
\ 
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True, He died once; as the faithful Diſ- 
charge of his mediatorial Undertaking made 
it neceſſary, that he ſhould die once for all 
(z), that is, Once and no more: But though 
He died, He quickly revived, and is now 
alive and liveth for evermore (u) ; and with 
Reſpect to all his Offices, He is the ſame 
Yeſterday, To. day, and for ever (x), ſo that 
bis Prophetical Office is as unchangeable as his 
Priefthood/(y). And ſo long as any of his 
Diſciples and Followers can need Inſtruc- 
tion, He lives to communicate and impart 
it; and never could any teach like Him (2). 
He cauſes his Sheep to hear his Voice, and 
teaches them ſo powerfully and effectually, 
that they become heartily willing and re- 
ſolved to follow Him (a). He lives to do 
that for his People, which can never be done 
by any of bis Prophets or Miniſters ; for He 
gives them an Underſtanding and an Heart 
to know the LoRD (6), even to know Himſelf, 
that He is he true Gop, and eternal Life (c). 


But to draw to a Concluſion, Let the firm 
Belief and ſerious Conſideration that our 
| Redeemer 


( Heb. x. 10. (z) Rev. i. 18. (x) Heb. xiii. 8. 


(y) Heb. vii. 24, (x) John vii. 465. (a) John x. 27. 
(6) Jer. xxiv. 7. (e) 1 John v. 20. 
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RNedeemer ever lives, ſerve to comfort the 
Hearts of this Church and Congregation un- 
der their preſent mourning Circumſtances. 
Pore not too much upon the dark Side 
of the Cloud ; for beſides the grand Particulars 
I have already mentioned, there are ſome 
Things, though of leſs Weight, that have 
yet a Tendency to alleviate your Grief, and 
to prevent your ſorrow!ng over Much,—— 
Remember what Reaſon you have, to ing 
of Mercy as well as Judgment (d). It is 
Matter of Thankſgiving and Praiſe, (and 
I am perſuaded you think it ſo,) that Gop 
has ſupplied you with an agreeavle Succeſſor, 
even before the Demiſe of his aged Predeceſſor. 
You well knew; that the Deceaſed could 
not live for ever: Nor was it to be expected, 
according to the common Courſe of Nature, 
that if his Days had been much farther pro- 
longed, his Capacity for publick Service 
would have been of equal Duration. And 
as you had Reaſon to expect, ſo you have 
had Time to prepare for, this Event; for 
Gop had ſatisfyed bim with long Life (e).— 
He had fought a good Fight, he kept the 
Faith (J), and has now finiſhed his Courſe 
with Foy (g); and during the Time of his 

lingering | 

(4) Pfal, ci. 1. (e] Pal, xci, 16, (/) 2 Tim. iv. 7. 
C) Acts xx. 24. ©, 


— 
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'e lingering Illneſs, he gave happy Evidenca, 

a that he was waiting for bis laſt Change (5) 

by with a fixed Confidence, that the End of his 
ſe Faith would be the Salvation of bis Soul (i). 

” This appeared by the frequent humble and 

e thankful Declarations he made, that his GOD 

1 was with him, and that he was kept nigh unto 

1 his Gon; and therefore had he an aſſured 
4 Hope, that at his Diſſolution, his Garments 

F being made white in the Blood of the Lamb 

p (H, he ſhould be received into the heavenly 

, Manſions, to dwell in the immediate Pre- 

) 


ſence of Gop where there is Fulneſs of Toy, 

and af whoſe Right-Hand (as he often ſo- 
lemnly declared, he firmly believed,) there 
are Pleaſures for evermore (1). 

Hence aroſe his fervent and daily Breath- 
ing, Come Lord Jeſus, come , and when 
he had Strength, he would add, come quick- 
ly (m) ; but of late through bodily Weak- 
neſs his Speech ſo faltered, that he was not 
able to finiſh the Sentence ſo as to be heard. 

And muſt # not give us a Pleaſure to 
hear, that his Exit was ſo triumphant and 
Joyous * Have we not all Reaſon to be 


thankful, that he was ſpared ſo long ? as in 
E our 


A ww 


(>) Job. xiv. 14. (i) 1 Pet. i. . (k) Rev. vii. 14. 
(7) Pal, xvi. 11. (in) Rev. xxii. 20. 
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our Times there are but few, very few In- 

. flances to be named, of @ Miniſter's being 
continued in the Labours of the Goſpel, and 
with ſuch little Interruption by Sickneſs, for © 
Jo many Years, as He was, even from his 
Erghteenth to the Erghty-ſecond Year of his 
Age. And from the Beginning to the laſt 
Period of his Miniſtry, his Life was juſtly 
eſteemed as a great Bleſſing upon various Ac- 
counts, to many Churches and Saints, both in 
City and Country. 

And we ought to refle upon it with 
Thankfulneſs, that as his Furniture and Abi- 
ities for the miniſterial Work were great, 
and his Popularity in Preaching uncommon z 
ſo his Miniſtry, not only in bis own Congre- 
gation, but in ſeveral of the mot publick Lec- 
gures in this City, was in various Inſtances 

_ crowned with ſome remarkable Succeſs, 

Nor was his Uſefulneſs confined to the 
Pulpit, but he frequently employed the Preſs 
to the beſt Purpoſes; and his good Under- 
landing in the Myſteries of the Goſpel, his 
Faithfulneſs and Zeal in contending for the 
Faith once delivered to the Saints (n), his 

| Capacity, Steadineſs, and Valour in defend- 
ing the Cauſe 4 Religion and Liberty, were 
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manifeſtly diſcovered in the uſeful Pieces 
which he publiſhed again/t the Enemies of 
Gop and their Country, who have endea-. 
voured to revive and propagate the deſiruc- 
tive Notions of the Arians and Pelagians, 
and the inſlaving Doctrines of Paſſive Obe- 
dience and Non- Reſiſtance. 

However, as we have heard no Zeal or 
Uſefulneſs, whether in preaching or defend- 
ing the Goſpel, can perpetuate the Life of 
the moſt able or faithful Miniſters : But 


happy for us, we have this 70 comfort us 


under the Mortality of Miniſters, that the 


great Prophet of the Church /veth and a- 
- bideth for ever: And as He vill grref# bis 


Work in Truth (o), ſo wherever He has 
begun a good Work in the Hearts of any, He 


will perform it until the Day of Jeſus Chriſt 


(O), and will take Care to perfect that which 
is lacking in our Faith (q). 
And All that have beard CnRisT, and 


' have been taught by him (r), and thus have 


been enabled to commit themſelves to his 
Protection, They ſhall be kept by his mighty 
Power through Faith unto compleat and eter- 
nal Salvation (s); and then we ſhall con- 

ſtantly 


(0) Iſai, hi. 3. 0) Phil. i. 6. (%) 1 Theft. ii, 10. 
(r Eph. iv. 21. (s) 1 Pet. i. 5. 
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ſtantly with our whole Hearts acknowledge, 


1 that whatever have been the grieving E- 
vents of Time, yet our Loxp ever * all 
vl Things well (t). 

| Let our Truſt therefore be in Him; for 
10 worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, to receive 
"Y the higheſt Aſcriptions of Power and Riches, 
1 of Wiſdom and Strength (u): To Him there 
1 fore be Honour, and Glory, and Bleſſing, 
bl World without End. Amen. 
q | | | Sy 
n i (:) Mark vii. 37. H (s) Rev. v. 12. 
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